
Kelso-1 

 

4th Grade 

TEKS (adopted 2013):  

1. (B) categorize and explain a variety of musical sounds, including those of woodwind, 

brass, string, percussion, keyboard, electronic instruments, and instruments of various 

cultures 

1. (C) use known music symbols and terminology referring to rhythm; melody; timbre; form; 

tempo; dynamics, including crescendo and decrescendo; and articulation, including staccato 

and legato, to explain musical sounds presented aurally 

3. (A) sing and play classroom instruments with accurate intonation and rhythm, 

independently or in groups  

3. (E) perform simple part work, including rhythmic and melodic ostinati, derived from 

know repertoire 

6. (C) describe specific musical events in aural examples such as changes in timbre, form, 

tempo, dynamics, or articulation using appropriate vocabulary 

Objectives: 

The students will distinguish between different timbres in Benjamin Britten’s A Young 

Person’s Guide to the Orchestra.   

The students will perform two-part music on non-pitched percussion while chanting. 

Assessment: 

The teacher will verbally check for understanding through evaluating the students’ 

recognition of timbres by asking:  

 What instrument do you hear first? 

 How can you describe that timbre? 

 What instrument joins them? 

 How can you describe the new instrument’s timbre? 

 (etc.) 

Materials and Equipment:   

 lesson plan 

 Curwin hand signs 

 piano 

 rhythm cards on pocket chart 

 4-note melody written on the board 

 Three Bears chant 

 red, blue, and yellow circle spots 
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 sentence strips with chant written 

 hand drums (5 to 6) 

 triangles and beaters (5 to 6) 

 woodblocks and mallets (5 to 6) 

 computer with A Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra video animation 

 smartboard 

Sequence of Student Behaviors: 

I. Entering the Room 

a. Meet the students outside in the hallway 

b. “There are blue and red dots around the room.  Please sit in your regular spot, 

no matter what color dot you have.  Do not move the dots.” 

c. Students enter the room 

II. Vocal Warm Up—3 minutes 

a. Teacher models, students echo 

i. Begin with speaking sol mi, then singing 

ii. Include sol mi, sol mi do, mi re do, sol la sol, etc. 

iii. With hand signs 

III. Aural Recongition—5 minutes 

a. Teacher plays short melody on the piano, students identify the corresponding 

solfege. 

i. Announce the starting pitch 

ii. Begin with easy melodies 

1. Mi, Re, Do 

2. Sol, Mi, Do 

iii. Move on to longer/more challenging melodies 

1. Sol, Mi, Do, Re, Do 

2. Sol, La, Sol, Mi, Re, Do 

iv. Might get through all 4, might not.   

v. Teacher offers lime bucks to students that successfully identify the 

solfege 

IV. Brain Test—5 minutes (or less depending on class) 

a. “Turn and face this way” 

b. “Who can count or clap this rhythm?” 

c. Teacher selects students to attempt to count or clap the rhythm 

d. “Who can say the note names of this melody?  You can use any answers you find 

around the room.” 

e. Teacher selects students to attempt to identify the note names. 

f. Teacher offers lime bucks to students that successfully count/play the rhythm or 

say the note names 

V. Three Bears Chant Review—5 minutes 
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a. Teacher nonverbally signals for students to pat their legs with her. 

b. “Let’s see who remembers the Three Bears chant from last week.” 

c. Teacher chants, “I’m hungry. Very hungry. I’m empty…inside.” while continuing 

to pat the beat. 

i. Nonverbally cue students to join in 

ii. Repeat 3 to 4 times or until students are successful. 

d. Teacher stops all students with a large arm gesture. 

i. (Cut off) 

e. “If you are on a red or yellow dot, continue chanting; blue dots, follow me.” 

f. Teacher says Baby Bear’s chant (Me Too! in high-pitched voice) while the 

teacher and students pat the beat.   

g. Teacher gestures for the blue dots to say “Me too” with her 

i. high-pitched voice 

ii. Repeat as necessary until students are successful. 

iii. switch roles. 

h. Teacher models patting on hand for the rhythm of Papa Bear’s chant. 

i. Students imitate the teacher. 

i. Teacher models tap with two finger for the rhythm of Baby Bear’s chant. 

i. Students mirror the teacher. 

j. Teacher stops all students with a large arm gesture. 

i. (Cut off) 

k. Teacher models Mama Bear’s chant 

i. Number each repetition of ‘cooking in the kitchen’ 

ii. Students echo 

VI. Approximation of Rotating—5 minutes 

a. “We’re going to rotate to a new spot now.  Follow my hand to see how the 

pathway snakes around.  The person at the very end will come up here to the 

front.” 

b. “Point to where you are going next” 

c. “When I say rotate, stand up and walk to your new spot” 

d. “Rotate” 

e. “Look at your new color.  Reds are Papa Bear, Blues are Baby Bear, Yellow is 

Mama Bear” 

f. Practice the chant, and rotate once more. 

VII. Three Bears Application to Percussion Instruments—15 minutes 

a. “We are going to move to the instruments now.  I will select students that are 

sitting correctly and quietly to grab their instrument first.  When it is your turn to 

grab an instrument, you are going to: 

i. Listen to hear the instrument that is assigned to you 

ii. Stand up 

iii. Walk carefully and quietly to your instrument 
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iv. Carefully grab your instrument and mallet 

v. Walk carefully and quietly back to your spot 

vi. Place the instrument on the ground 

vii. Sit down criss cross without touching your instrument 

viii. Wait until everyone else is finished” 

b. “Let’s make Student A our example.  When I call his name, he will  

i. Listen to hear the instrument that is assigned to him 

ii. Stand up 

iii. Walk carefully and quietly to his instrument 

iv. Carefully grab his instrument and mallet 

v. Walk carefully and quietly back to his spot 

vi. Place the instrument on the ground 

vii. Sit down criss cross without touching his instrument 

viii. Wait until everyone else is finished” 

c. Teacher reminds students not to play their instrument while they are waiting. 

d. Once everyone has their instruments, teacher begins Three Bears Activity 

e. Teacher picks up a hand drum and models Papa Bear’s part 

i. Students with hand drums echo 

f. Teacher picks up a triangle and model Baby Bear’s part 

i. Students with triangles echo 

g. Teacher picks up a wood block and models Mama Bear’s part 

i. Students with wood blocks echo 

h. All students play at once 

i. Begin Papa Bear first, then Baby Bear, then Mama Bear 

i. Teacher gestures for all students to stop (cut-off) 

j. “Now we are going to move to a new instrument.  Place your current instrument 

on the ground in front of you.  “Rotate” 

k. All students play at once 

i. Begin Papa Bear first, then Baby Bear, then Mama Bear 

l. Teacher selects one student to put away the hand drums, one student to put 

away the triangles, and one student to put away the wood blocks. 

VIII. Music Memory: A Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra—7 minutes 

a. “Turn and face the SmartBoard. Student, turn off the light” 

b. “Today’s Music Memory piece is by Benjamin Britten, and it is called A Young 

Person’s Guide to the Orchestra.” 

c. “In this piece, you are going to hear a lot of different timbres.  Who remembers 

what timbre is?” 

i. The characteristic sound of an instrument 

ii. What makes an instrument sound like it does 

d. “Listen for all of the different timbres you will hear throughout the piece.” 

e. Students listen to and watch A Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra video 
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animation on the SmartBoard. 

f. “What was the first instrument you heard?” 

i. Flute/Piccolo 

g. “How can you describe that timbre?” 

i. Light, bright, high-pitched, bird-like, feathery 

h. (Continue with other instruments until class is over) 

 


