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Just A. Middle School  
Grading Policy 

 

Daily Performance ........................................................................................................... 45% 

The bulk of students’ grades will be derived from in-class assessments including playing 

tests, written assignments, and homework.  All in-class assessments will be announced at 

least the class before they occur.  Written assignments and homework will be graded on 

completion and accuracy of responses. Playing tests will focus on each of the fundamental 

skills of music making through different mediums, such as an etude from a method book or 

measures 6-14 in Jingle Bells.  They will be graded on tone quality, note shape, playing 

position, hand position, intonation, rhythmic and pitch accuracy, articulation, steadiness of 

tempo, appropriate style, and dynamics, with tone quality taking precedence.  Please note 

that chair tests, which are used for motivational purposes, will not affect a student’s grade. 

 

Practice Journals .............................................................................................................. 20% 

Consistent and diligent practice is essential to developing any skill, including playing an 

instrument.  Students will be required to turn in their practice journal every Monday (or the 

first day of the school week in the case of a holiday or absence).  Practice journals must be 

signed by a parent or legal guardian, or they will not be accepted.  Students may turn in 

practice journals late for 10 points off each school day.   

 

Each week, the student will be required to have at least four journal entries.  Each entry will 

consist of a performance checklist, self evaluation, and practice time.  Please note that 

although students are required to include the amount of time spent practicing, students will 

be assessed on quality rather than quantity.  The amount of time is used to better help the 

directors understand how effectively the student is practicing and what he or she needs to 

improve on.   

 

If there is an extenuating circumstance that prevents the student from practicing, such as the 

instrument is in the shop, death in the family, or personal illness, then the parent may 

include a signed note in the practice journal or send an email to Ms. Kelso detailing the 

situation. 

 

Before and After School Performance ............................................................................. 20% 

The band program has three types of before and after school performances: sectionals, full 

band rehearsals, and public performances (concerts).  Students will be able to receive up to a 

100 on each sectional, full band rehearsal, and public performance and will be graded on the 

following criteria: 

 Performance/Sectional Attendance 

 Punctuality 

 Essential Equipment  
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  (instrument, pencil, music, reeds, oil, sticks, mallets, etc.) 

 Performance Attire 

  (required only at public performances) 

 

Sectionals will be held once a week for 7th and 8th grade students.  Sectionals are a crucial 

time for students, because it is here that problems and skills associated with their particular 

instrument are addressed.  If a student must miss a sectional, the parent must send a signed 

note or an email to Ms. Kelso BEFORE the sectional detailing the circumstance.  The 

student then may be able to make up the missed sectional by attending the make-up 

sectional on Friday afternoon. 

 

Full band rehearsals are held the weeks prior to the fall and spring concerts for 6th, 7th, and 

8th grade students.  All full band rehearsals will be announced in class the week before they 

occur.  Full band rehearsals are essential to developing musical skills in a large ensemble.  If a 

student must miss a full band rehearsal, the parent must send a signed note or an email to 

Ms. Kelso BEFORE the rehearsal detailing the circumstance.  The student then may be able 

to make up the missed full band rehearsal by attending the make-up rehearsal on Friday 

afternoon.   

 

Public performances are a fun way to display what the students have accomplished so far 

and gain valuable feedback on what to improve.  They are not the end goal of your student’s 

hard work, but more like large stepping stones on the pathway to becoming lifelong 

musicians.  Student attendance is required at all public performances, which may include end 

of semester concerts, spring festivals, and parades.  All performance dates will be on the 

band calendar at the beginning of each semester.  If a student must miss a public 

performance, the parent must send a signed note or an email to Ms. Kelso BEFORE the 

performance detailing the circumstance.  Excused absences will be determined by the band 

director. 

 

Weekly In-Class Preparation ........................................................................................... 15% 

Each student is expected to be prepared for every class meeting.  Students will be able to 

receive up to a 100 each week of classes and will be graded on whether or not they have all 

of their essential equipment (instrument, pencil, music, reeds, oil, sticks, mallets, etc.) in 

class. 

 

Please note that infractions will only be from events during band class, as before and after 

school performance preparation is accounted for in the before and after school performance 

section.  

  


