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Honor Band 3—Percussion 

TEKS:  

2. (A)  perform independently with accurate intonation and rhythm, demonstrating 

fundamental skills and basic performance techniques 

3. (A)  sight-read music in treble and/or other clefs in various keys and meters; 

Objectives 

The students will perform successful rebound strokes on drum pad at varying tempos. 

The students will perform rhythms made of half notes, half rests, quarter notes, quarter 

rests, eighth notes, eighth rests, and sixteenth notes on drum pad with 90% rhythmic 

accuracy and rebounding strokes at a moderate tempo.    

The students will perform, at sight, a new piece of music with 90% rhythmic and melodic 

accuracy at a moderate tempo. 

Assessment: 

The teacher will check for understanding through evaluating the students’ performance in a 

group setting using the following criteria: 

 accuracy of rhythm 

 rebound stroke 

 accuracy of pitches 

Materials and Equipment:   

 Teacher: 

 lesson plan  

 metronome 

 sticks  

 6 copies of Fundamental Studies for Snare Drum  

 Essential Elements Percussion Book One 

 iPad 

 music stand 

 6 copies of Rudiment pages 

Student: 

 drum pad and sticks 

 Essential Elements Percussion, Book One (purple book) 

 iPad 

 music stand 
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Sequence of Student Behaviors: 

I. Teacher introduction—2 minutes 

a. “Today we are going to be working separately from the band.  Please grab your 

drum pad, sticks, purple book, and iPad and bring them to the practice room.   

b. Students get materials and equipment. 

II. Warm up—7 minutes 

a. “Let’s begin by warming up on drum pad.”  

b. Teacher states goal for warm up.  “Today we are going to continue to improve 

our rebound strokes.  Let’s start with whole note, half note, quarter note.” 

c. FWOM 

i. Flick water off of sticks in the air 

d. Students play exercise 

i. “Remember to use your FWOM.” 

ii.  “How was your FWOM?” 

e.  “Now let’s do eighth notes in 8 4 2 1.” 

f. Students play exercise 

i. “Remember to use your FWOM.   We want both our hands to sound 

what?”  

1. The same 

III. Rhythm Reading—Fundamental Studies for Snare Drum book—20 minutes 

a. “Good warm up.  Now let’s go to our rhythm pages.” 

b. Exercise 4 

i. “What is the time signature?” 

1. 4/4 

ii. “Let’s count and play on our legs.” 

1. Metronome at 90bpm 

2. Repeat as necessary until students are successful. 

iii. “Now let’s play it.  Remember to have good FWOM as you read the 

music.” 

1. Repeat as necessary until students are successful. 

c. Exercise 6 

i. “What is the time signature?” 

1. 2/4  

ii. “Let’s pretend we are in the sightreading room.  Put your sticks on your 

stand.  I am going to count the measures aloud while you silently read the 

music with me.” 

iii. Teacher stops in random measure. “Point to where I stopped.” 

1. Teacher checks to see if everyone is in the same measure. 

2. Teacher then continues counting through the measures, 

stopping once more and repeating the process. 

iv. “Now let’s play it.” 
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v. “Let’s split up the lines.  Dakota plays the first line, Nick plays the 

second (and so on).” 

1. Teacher provides contingent feedback 

vi. Metronome at 80bpm. 

d. Exercise 22 

i. “What is the time signature?” 

1. 3/4 

ii. “Who can count the first measure?” 

1. & 2 e & a 3 

2. Repeat for the second, third, and fourth measures 

iii.  “Let’s count and play on our legs the first line.” 

1. Metronome at 70bpm 

2. Repeat as necessary until students are successful. 

iv. “Now let’s play it.  Remember to have good FWOM as you read the 

music.” 

1. Repeat as necessary until students are successful. 

v. Repeat approximation and playing for each succeeding line. 

IV. Rudimental Olympics—5 minutes 

a. “Please put your sticks down and get out your iPad.  We are going to begin our 

Rudimental Olympics Challenge.  Once you get your iPad, open the Vic Firth 

app.” 

i. Teacher passes out rudiment pages. 

b. “Each of the honor bands and the sixth grade beginning percussionists are 

working on their rudiments.  Ms. Townsend has created a challenge for everyone 

to work on passing off their rudiments using their iPads.  

i. Teacher checks for Vic Firth app on students’ iPads 

c. “On the app, there a lot of really cool things.  The feature that we are going to be 

using is in the library and is called 40 Essential Snare Drum Rudiments.  Here, 

there are video demonstrations of each rudiment and some play along audio 

clips.  On each rudiment page, there are three levels to meet: bronze, silver, and 

gold.  Each level will earn you a sticker on the chart.  Each level has four or five 

different tempos you have to successfully play with.” 

d. Paradiddle 

i. Teacher models paradiddle with app.  

ii. 4 measures each tempo 

iii. Students play with the teacher and the app. 

e. “So it is that easy. You can practice with the app and when you are ready to try 

for a medal, you can ask me or Ms. Townsend before school, after school, or at 

the end of class.” 

V. Conclusion 

a. At about five minutes before the end of class, prompt students, “please hold 
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your sticks together.” 

b.  “Please take the instruments back into the band hall and put away your sticks 

and music.  After you are finished, find your seat and wait for Ms. Townsend to 

dismiss you.” 

 

 


