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Beginning Tuba—Private Lesson 

TEKS:  

1. (A)  individually demonstrate characteristic vocal or instrumental timbre 

1. (B)  use standard terminology in explaining intervals, music notation, musical instruments 

or voices, and musical performances 

2. (A)  perform independently with accurate intonation and rhythm, demonstrating 

fundamental skills and basic performance techniques 

Objectives 

The student will identify note names and fingerings on the bass clef staff. 

The student will perform with a characteristic tone quality while playing lines out of the 

book.  

The student will perform the chromatic scale with music. 

Assessment: 

The teacher will check for understanding through evaluating the students’ performance in 

using the following criteria: 

 accuracy of verbal responses for note names 

 tone quality 

 accuracy of pitches 

 accuracy of articulation 

 accuracy of rhythm 

Materials and Equipment:   

 Teacher: 

 lesson plan 

 metronome/tonal energy app 

 euphonium 

 flashcards 

Student: 

 tuba 

 Ed Sueta book 1 

Sequence of Student Behaviors: 

I. Theory Review—5 minutes 
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a. “Let’s review the lines on the staff.  What letter is the bottom line?” 

i. G 

b. “So the rest of the lines are?” 

i. GBDFA  (Good Boys Do Fine Always) 

c. “If the bottom line is G, what does that make the space above?” 

i. A 

d. “So the rest of the spaces are?” 

i. ACEG  (All Cows Eat Grass) 

e. Note naming flash cards 

i. Add A, B-flat, and C higher 

II. Warm Up—10 minutes 

a. Warm Up 1 (F Descending) 

i. Identify note names and fingerings 

ii. Finger and say the note names with the metronome (100 bpm) 

iii. Play 

1. Keep lips soft 

b. Warm Up 2 (Low B-flat Descending) 

i. Identify note names and fingerings 

ii. Finger and say the note names with the metronome (100 bpm) 

iii. Play 

1. Softer lips 

2. Warmer air 

c. Articulation 

i. Teacher models saying thoo thoo thoo 

ii. Student says thoo 

1. Where is your tongue touching? 

2. What part of your tongue is touching? 

iii. Teacher models normal articulation on euphonium 

iv. Student articulates on tuba 

1. Listen for correct tongue position 

2. Teacher provides contingent feedback 

3. Repeat as necessary until student is successful 

v. Tongue quarter notes on F and B-flat (90 bpm) 

vi. Remind student where tongue touches and what part of the tongue 

1. Tip of tongue 

2. On teeth or lower for lower notes 

3. Practice saying too and thoo 

4. And steady air stream!! 

d. Warm Up 1 or 2 (depending on student success) with articulation 

i. Articulate quarter notes on each  note 

ii. Listen for consistency and correct tonguing 



Kelso-3 

 

III. Theme by Beethoven—15 minutes 

a. Identify the note names 

b. Finger and say the note names of the first four measures with the metronome 

(70 bpm) 

i. Repeat as necessary until student is sucessful 

c. Play first four measures 

d. Finger and say the note names of the last four measures with the metronome (70 

bpm) 

i. Repeat as necessary until student is successful 

e. Play last four measures 

f. Play entire line 

g. Follow along 

i. Teacher plays first two measures, student plays next two, etc. 

IV. Chromatic Scale—20 minutes 

a. “Flip to the back of your book to the fingering chart.” 

b. “We’re going to work on our chromatic scale.  A chromatic scale is made entirely 

of half steps.” 

c. Finger and say note names from B-flat up to B-flat 

i. Check each fingering 

ii. Repeat as necessary until student is successful 

d. Play chromatic scale from B-flat up to B-flat 

i. Repeat as necessary 

ii. Prompt student to have faster, cooler air the higher he plays 

e. Finger and say note names from B-flat down to B-flat 

i. Remember to say flats instead of sharps 

ii. Check each fingering 

iii. Repeat as necessary until student is successful 

f. Play chromatic scale down from B-flat to B-flat 

i. Repeat as necessary 

ii. Prompt student to have warmer air the lower he plays 

g. Play B-flat chromatic scale up and down 

 

 


